
●By car
From Kōbe
From Okayama

Tokushima
HigashiKagawa city

● From Ryōzenji to Jūrakuji
On foot
By car

(min) (min) (min) (min) (min) (min)
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about 20km

●By car（from closest airport)

●By Intercity bus
From Osaka
From Kōbe
From Matsuyama

From Tokushima Sta.
● By JR Train

To Kamojima Sta. About 30 min
From Awa Ikeda Sta.

Awa Ikeda Sta.
To Kamojima Sta. About 1h

From Takamatsu Sta. To Kamojima Sta. About 2h 30 min

Access to Awa City

Contact Information(Assistance available in Japanese)

■Awa City Tourism Association 173-1 Higashihara, Awa-cho, Awa city, Tokushima prefecture TEL.0883-35-4211

◆Ways to get to the four Shikoku pilgrimage temples in Awa city. 
Local Bus [Kajiyabara line] (About 1 hour to Anrakuji(No.6) from Tokushima Station) 
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Jūrakuji
(No.7)
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Donari IC About 2h 45min
Donari IC About 2h
Donari IC About 2h 30min

From Tokushima Awaodori Airport
From Takamatsu Airport
From Kōchi Ryōma Airport

To Jūrakuji About 45min
To Jūrakuji About 1h 10 min

About 5h 30 min
About 2h

To Jūrakuji About 1h 50 min

To Jūrakuji About 1h 40 min
To Jūrakuji About 1h 55 min

Four temples
 in Awa city

9 minutes walk from here
Fare ¥690
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What is the Shikoku Henro? 

Visiting the
temples in Awa City

- 2 - - 3 -

　In  Awa  c i t y ,  you  can  v i s i t  f ou r  o f  t he  e i gh t y -e i gh t  t emp les  

a l ong  t he  Sh i koku  p i l g r image  rou te .  Tha t  a r e  i n  c l o se  p rox im i t y .  

The  roads  t ha t  l i n k  t hem a re  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  and  easy  t o  wa l k ,  so  

t h i s  a r ea  i s  an  e xce l l en t  p l ace  t o  `wa rm  up `  f o r  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  

j ou rney .  An  a t t r ac t i v e  f ea tu re  o f  t he  r ou te  t h rough  Awa  c i t y  i s  

t ha t  t he re  a r e  many  oppo r tun i t i e s  t o  commun i ca te  and  i n t e r ac t  

w i t h  t he  l oca l  peop l e .  

　 T h i s  i s  a  1 , 2 0 0 - k i l om e t e r  p i l g r i m a g e  r o u t e  a r o u n d  t h e  i s l a n d  

o f  S h i k o k u  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  e i g h t y - e i g h t  B u d d h i s t  t em p l e s  a s  

w e l l  a s  n um e r o u s  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e s .  I t  i s  

b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  w e l l - k n ow n  B u d d h i s t  

p r i e s t  K ū k a i  ( 7 7 4 - 8 35 ,  p o s t h umo u s l y  k n ow n  a s  K ō b ō  D a i s h i ) .  

T h i s  p i l g r i m a g e  i s  o p e n  t o  a l l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o r  

b a c k g r o u n d .  S ome  m a k e  t h i s  j o u r n e y  i n  m emo r y  o f  s om e o n e  w h o  

h a s  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  s om e  f o r  s e l f - r e f l e c t i o n ,  a n d  s om e  f o r  t h e  

f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  a  p r a y e r  e t c .  I t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  w h a t  o r d e r  y o u  

v i s i t  t h e  t em p l e s ,  n o r  h ow  y o u  m a k e  t h e  j o u r n e y .  Y o u  c a n  v i s i t  

a l l  o f  t h e  s i t e s  i n  o n e  g o  o r  i n  s e gm e n t s .  Y o u  c a n  s t a r t  a t  a n y  

t em p l e  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e ,  b u t  m a n y  p e o p l e  s t a r t  a t  T emp l e  1  

R y o z e n j i  i n  T o k u s h i m a  p r e f e c t u r e .



① Temple Seven: Jūrakuji
② Temple Eight: Kumadaniji

④ Temple Ten: Kirihataji

③ Temple Nine: Hōrinji

Hirai Omizu Daishi

Gosho-no-sato

Awa City Hall

Ichiba Town

Yoshinogawa City

Yoshino Town

Donari Town

Awa-Yoshinogawa
Police Station

Senda Bridge

Ōnoshima Bridge

Awa-chuō Bridge

Post office

Post office

Post office

Post office

Temple Eleven: Fujiidera

Temple Six: 
Anrakuji

Higashihara Bus Stop

Kagami Bridge

Awa-Oe Bridge
Kawashima Bridge

Gakushima Bridge

Donari Midori no Oka
Sports Park

J Classic
Golf Club

Donari Central Park

Donari IC

Roadside station Donari

Inunohaka Daishidō

Azukiarai Daishi

Enkōji Temple

Kyōkakuji Temple

Jingūji Temple

Zennyūji island

JA Yume Ichiba

Tokushima Expressway

Awa-Kawashima Station 

Nishi-Oe Station Kamojima Station 

Suzumidō
Henro Goya No.57 Donari
Henro Goya No.45 Kūkai-an
Sumi-san Rest hut

⑤
⑥
⑦
⑧

Rest area

Temple Seven: Jūrakuji
Temple Eight: Kumadaniji
Temple Nine: Hōrinji
Temple Ten: Kirihataji

①
②
③
④

Four temples

Jūrakuji temple 
Okudaya
Business hotel Access Awa ※
Tabi no Tochū
3980 tabinoyado
Ryokan Yawata
Business hotel Yawata
Sakuraya
HS Japan Henro House
UTAGEST

⑨
⑩
⑪
⑫
⑬
⑭
⑮
⑯
⑰
⑱

Lodging

Manmaya
Restaurant Akizuki
Yoshimotoya
Sabu
Okonomiyaki Gochissu
Claire
Okada Seika
Okonomiyaki Michikusa
Rāmen Magokoro
Saisai
Rikichi
Ramen Kūron
Torijun
Urushi chaya
Yakiniku Waka
Udon Ozaki
Musashi
Cafe rest Toki
Yūki Suehirodō
Yamajū
Udon-tei Yawata
Meikadō
Kashihara shōten
Aeruwa shokudō
Yakiniku Tomoe
Asanoya
Matsuo Gyōza shop

⑲
⑳
㉑
㉒
㉓
㉔
㉕
㉖
㉗
㉘
㉙
㉚
㉛
32
33
34
35
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37
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Restaurants and shops

Popular route
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Convenience store 

Convenience store 

Convenience store 

Convenience store 

※ temporarily closed
Kawasguna BridgeKawashima Bridge

Ōkuboji

Kirihataji

Inunohaka Daishidō

Route from Ōkuboji to Kirihataji

About 30min by car
About 4 hours on foot

(about 20km)

44 42

45
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Temple 7: 【Jurakuj i】 Temple 9: 【Horinj i】

Temple 8: 【Kumadaniji】 Temple 10: 【Kirihataji】

At the temple 
office you can 
buy small 

ashi-koshi onegai 
waraji (straw 
sandals wishing 
[for good] feet 
and back). 

Im
po
rt
an
t 
Na
tio

na
l C
ultu
ral Property

The stairs of Aizen 
Hall, where Aizen 
Myoo is enshrined, 
are for different 
wishes. Go on the left 
if you want to have a 
relationship with 
someone, go to the right 
if you want to end a 
relationship. Don`t 
make a mistake!

A Kuma-mamori 
(bear amulet) 
named after the 
temple is believed 
to protect you 
from disasters. 

This unusually shaped 
pagoda, located about 
60 steps above the 
temple grounds, was 
built in 1607 for 
Sumiyoshi Shrine 
in Osaka, but was 
moved here in 1873.

Kōbō Daishi founded this temple and gave it this name 
because he wanted to take away the ten forms of suffering 
and to provide ten forms of enjoyment (jūraku) to all people. 
People come here to pray they can find a partner to marry or 
to cure eye problems or for the souls of babies and children.

This temple is surrounded by rice fields and is the only temple 
along the Shikoku pilgrimage with the main statue in a reclining 
position, called Nehan-zo. In the main hall, there are many 
straw sandals that have been made by people who pray for 
strong, healthy legs and/or feet.

The main gate, built in 1687, is the largest among the 
eighty-eight temples, and the two-storied Tahoto (treasure 
tower), built in 1774, is the oldest in Shikoku. This temple 
is also well-known for its flowers, such as ajisai (hydran-
geas) and hachisuka sakura (cherry blossom). 

In this area, Kōbō Daishi met a woman who was weaving, and 
she provided him with a piece of the finest cloth for his worn 
robe.  For her generous deed, she obtained enlightenment and 
turned in a statue of Kannon, which can be seen on the temple 
grounds after climbing up 333 steps from the main gate. 

- 6 - - 7 -



O t h e r  p l a c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t

Inunohaka Daishidō 【Ichiba-cho Inunohaka Ōkita, Awa city】

【Ichiba-cho, Awa city / Yoshinogawa city】

【53 Mizutakanaya Donari-cho, Awa city】

Hirai Omizu Daishi

There is a story about Kūkai and the village Inunohaka, which is located between 

Kirihataji and Temple 88, Ōkuboji. It is believed that when he was walking up a 

mountain with his dog a wild boar attacked them. The dog defended Kūkai but 

fell into a waterfall by accident and died. Kūkai felt pity for the dog and built a 

grave at the site, which he called “Inu no haka” (dog`s grave). Later, the local 

people created a small building and placed a statue of 

Kūkai and a dog here. As well, for a long time people 

from several nearby homes have been taking turns daily 

to offer tea and flowers at this place.

Zennyūji Island

Azukiarai Daishi

Other interesting temples
not part of the Shikoku pilgrimage in the area

The route from Temple 10, Kirihataji to Temple 11, Fujiidera passes through this island, 

which is the largest river island in Japan. The land is fertile, so various crops such as 

Chinese cabbage, cabbage, radish, pumpkin and eggplant are grown here. Canola 

flowers, sunflowers, spider lilies and cosmos also bloom on this island. The different 

vegetable fields and flower gardens each have their own color so the island looks like 

a large patchwork when viewed from a distance. The Kawashima bridge, which is a low 

water bridge (sensui-kyo), allows people to see the Yoshinogawa river up close. 

In front of Enkōji temple, partway between Hōrinji and Kirihataji, there is a small hut, 

which marks the spot of a spring. It is believed that a long time ago, a monk washed 

some red beans that he had received with the water here. Then he cooked the 

beans with rice for dinner. The next morning the monk 

continued on his journey, but later, a villager came here and 

was surprised to see that the water was shining red, the 

same color as the beans. He and others said, "Something 

amazing has happened. The monk must have been Kōbō 

Daishi!" From then on, the villagers called this spring 

"Azukiarai Daishi izumi" (the spring where Daishi washed 

azuki beans) and have maintained it ever since.

Between Jūrakuji and Kumadaniji there is a well related to an old tale. 

A long time ago, a shabby-looking monk went to a house and asked 

the owner for some water, but since there was no water available 

new water had to be drawn from a well. While the monk waited, he 

realized just how inconvenient life was in this area without water. He 

led the family from the house to the dry riverbank and they dug a 

hole. He said, “There is water here”, and after a short time water 

gurgled up from that spot. People thought this miracle was an act of 

grace from Kōbō Daishi and built a well and small hut here. As a 

result, this spot has been known as Hirai Omizu Daishi (Daishi who 

dug up water) and people continue to give thanks to him. Thatched roof and
peonies

【37 Yoshida Hirai Donari-cho, Awa city】

Kyōkakuji
Temple

Enkōji
TempleJingūji

Temple
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Feel free to leave 
your knapsack here 
while you visit 
Kirihataji.
Assistance
available in 
English.

Rest Stops

Open: 7:00AM / Closed: 6:00PM
Vending machines and benches are 
located inside. 

Suzumidō 【No toilet】
【24-2 Yoshida Suzumido, Donari-cho, Awa city】

This two-story hut has benches on both 

floors. There is no toilet or Wi-fi.

Easy to withdraw Japanese yen with foreign bank cards.

Open 9:00AM / Closed 5:00PM

Gosho Post office
【6-7 Kawakubo, Yoshida, Donari-cho, Awa city】

Donari Post office
【1264-5 Narito, Donari-cho, Awa city】

Yawata Post office
【29-1 Machiyashiki, Yawata, Ichiba-cho, Awa city】

Shikoku eighty-eight pilgrimage Henrogoya project

Shikoku eighty-eight pilgrimage Henrogoya project

Henro Goya No.45 Kūkai-an
【Shinnoike, Ōnojima, Ichiba-cho, Awa city】

rest hut

rest hut

The rest area has been kindly set up for the 

benefit of the pilgrims. Vending machines 

are located outside and toilets are available.

Sumi-san Rest hut
【Ōnojima, Ichiba-cho, Awa city (Along route 237)】

rest hut

〒

This hut, with two structures built in the 

shape of Shikoku, was built on the land where 

the house of former Prime Minister Takeo 

MIKI (1937-1988) once stood. There is also 

a large toilet here, and Wi-fi is available.

rest hut
Henro Goya No.57 Donari
【11-4 Shibouno1, Yoshida, Donari-cho, Awa city】

Pilgrimage StoresPilgrimage Stores

Post Offices with international ATM service

Sumotoriya Asano Sōhonten
【173 Kirihatakannon, Ichiba-cho, Awa city】　☎ 0883-36-3032　Open 7:00AM / Closed 6:00PM

Sumi-Kōeidō
【215 Kirihatakannon, Ichiba-cho, Awa city】

☎ 0883-36-3054

Open 8:00AM

Closed 6:00PM

Kanayama Shōkai
【209 Kirihatakannon, Ichiba-cho, Awa city】

☎ 0883-36-3066

Open 7:00AM

Closed 7:00PM
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Gosho no Sato
【1 Nashinokibara, Yoshida, Donari-cho, Awa city】

JA Yume Ichiba
【77-1 Nogami, Onojima, Ichiba-cho Awa city】

Hot spring
Yawata

【8-1 Shinnoike, Ōnojima, Ichiba-cho Awa city】

Store

Store Store

Come early to get a delicious, warm, red 
bean paste bun. Limited qualities available. 

Yūki Suehirodō
【39 Machiyashiki, Yawata, Ichiba-cho Awa city】
8：30～18：00（Closed on Wednesday）

in front of the main gate
Urushi Chaya Restaurant

Other recommended sites P l a c e s  t o  s t a y

This is a market 

that sells fresh 

produce made 

by people in 

the area.

Enjoy various 
baths here
at this large
facility. 

Roasted sweet potato, steamed bun, coffee

Udon,Ryokan,
Business Hotel Yawata

【8-1 Shinnoike, Ōnojima, Ichiba-cho Awa city】

Ryokan,
Business Hotel⑭

⑮
39

37
map

32
map

map

Manmaya
【81 Takao Hokyoden, Donari-cho, Awa City】

Restaurant

Aeruwa shokudō
【1-4 Yoshida Shiba-no-ichi, Donari-cho, Awa City】
Yoshimotoya

【190, Kirihata Furuta, Ichiba-cho, Awa City】
RestaurantRestaurant ㉑

map

⑲
map

42
map

Lodging

The inn is  popular  wi th 
p i lgr ims because i t  a lso 
has a restaurant .

⑭
⑮

map

Tabi no Tochū
【113-6 Hara, Kakihara, Yoshino-cho Awa city】

Lodging

The inn is barrier-free and 
access ib le  to  d i sab led  
peop le .

⑫
map

Pilgrim lodge UTAGEST
【Higaidani, Ichiba-cho Awa city】

Lodging

This temple is located on the 
way from the 88th temple, 
Ōkuboji, to the 10th temple.

⑱
map

Jūrakuji
temple

【58 Hokyoden, Takao, Donari-cho Awa city】

Lodging
⑨
map

Okudaya
【31-1 Miyanoshita, miyagawauchi, Donari-cho Awa city】

Lodging
⑩
map

3980
tabinoyado

【261 Hara, Kakihara, Yoshino-cho Awa city】

Lodging
⑬
map

Sakuraya
【123-1, Yamanoue, Ichiba-cho Awa city】

Lodging
⑯
map

HS Japan
Henro House

【212-4 Onishi, Yamanoue, Ichiba-cho Awa city】

Lodging
⑰
map

Access
Awa

【51-4 Samukata, Donari, Donari-cho Awa city】

Lodging
⑪
map

temporarily closed
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There are many Tarai Udon 
restaurants along Route 318 
between Jūrakuji and Kumadaniji, 
and strawberry shops (in the 
spring) and grape shops (in the 
summer) run by the local farmers. 

Chu-nichi at Kirihataji
Da t e / V e r n a l  E q u i n o x  D a y ,

Autumnal  Equinox Day

Many people visit this 

temple on these days to 

remember their ancestors.

Kūkai Walking Tour
Date/The 3rd Sunday of May

For information in Japanese,
call the Awa city office.
Tel.0883-36-8722

Temple10
Kirihataj i

↓
Temple11
Fuji idera

Strawberry・Grapes・Tarai Udon

Fo
ur 

Sea
sons in Awa C i t y

Recommended
places to visit by car

The private Gardens are open for a l imited time.

Field flowers
March: Canola f lower
Apri l: Cherry blossoms
August: Sunflower

September: Spider l i l ies
October: Cosmos

Awa Open Garden

14.2km
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